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 MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 16th February 2026 AT 19:00
                                                                    	
[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC: Forest of Dean District Council
GAPTC: Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
GCC (RoW): Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way)
GH: Gloucestershire Highways
ICO: Information Commissioners Office
LAHM: Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC: National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllr Williams
Cllr McCoy
Cllr Cresswell
Mrs C Matthews Clerk (Locum)
           19 members of the public.
            County Councillor 
            District Councillor


The clerk (Locum) introduced the meeting and gave the safety information for evacuation and introduced the first item on the agenda.

1) CHAIRMAN
The council to resolved to elect and declare by unanimous vote the new chairman of Longhope Parish Council is to be Councillor Creswell. 
Councillor Cresswell read out the chairman address and signed the acceptance of Chairmans form.

2) APOLOGIES
The council received apologies for absence from Cllr Barker.

3) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
One declaration of interest was received by Cllr Williams on the subject of the Allotments

4) DISPENSATION REQUESTS
The clerk noted that there were no requests for dispensations in respect of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.

5) MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 28th October 2025
 The council approved the draft minutes with changes to remove the answers to the public questions. Unanimously agreed
    MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 17th November 2025
 The council approved the draft minutes with changes to remove the answers to the public questions. Unanimously agreed

6) County Councillors Report.
The council received the County Councillors report

7) District Councillors report
The council received the District councillors report.

8) Finance 
a) The council resolved to agree the following payments. The council agreed that ex-Councillor Gough would initiate the necessary payments on the banking system prior to starting the signature changes. That once the payments had then be agreed by Cllr McCoy the banking changes necessary could be made. Unanimously agreed

	Payee
	Details
	Method
	Amount
	Power
	Budget

	99Web
	Website charges
	S/O
	£30.00
	LGA 1972 s111
	General Admin

	Heartbeat
	Defib spares
	FPO
	£26.34
	2
	

	A Moverley
	Grass cutting November 
	FPO
	£420.00
	
	Grass cutting

	C. Matthews
	Locum Services 
additional 40 hrs hours 1 x SAR 4 x FOI – for November work
	FPO
	£1936.00
	
	Staff costs for additional work undertaken

	Lloyds Bank 

	Bank charges 
19 November 
	SO
	£4.25
	
	Administration 

	EE December 
	Mobile phone monthly contract
	DD
	£34.64
	LG(FP)A 1963 s5

	Administration 

	Water plus
December 
	Allotments water rates
	DD
	£8.26
	
	Allotments 

	C Matthews
To be paid
	Locum services additional 40 hrs hours 1 x SAR 4 x FOI – for December work
	FPO
	£2146
	
	administration

	EE
January
	Mobile phone monthly contract
	DD
	£34.64
	
LG(FP)A 1963 s5

	Mobile Phone

	Playdale 


	Play equipment inspection
	FPO
	£312
	
	Play park

	PK Littlejohn
	External audit fees 
	FPO
	£80.00
	
	

	Lloyds bank
 
	Bank charges
19th December
	SO
	£4.25
	
	administration

	Water plus December
	Allotments water rates
	DD
	£27.10
	
	Water 

	Water plus January
	Allotments water rates
	DD
	£13.72

	
	Water


	Locum Clerk
	February Pay 
	FPO
	£1649.41
	
	administration

	EE February
	Mobile phone contract monthly 
	DD
	£34.64
	LG(FP)A 1963 s5
	Mobile phone

	
	
	
	

	
	



b) The council received the bank reconciliation up until 5th February 2026
c) The council received a copy of the Council Bank Statements
d) The council received the Budget versus Spend 
e) The council resolved to adopt and agree the financial risk assessment 
f) The council received a copy of the precept request for 2026/2027. The Clerk (Locum) had confirmed that the precept amount was received by the Forest of District Council
g) The council resolved to agree the addition of signatures to the bank accounts. That the resolution gave Ex councillor Gough permission to access the bank accounts electronically to make the necessary changes and that a notification would then be sent to ex councillor Sykes to agree the changes by Text. The council resolved that these actions would be carried out with the clerk (Locum) so that there were clear steps taken and the actions were overseen by the council.
h) To resolve to agree the removal of two signatures from the parish bank accounts
Unanimously agreed

8) Tree Survey
The council received the tree survey report and noted that no immediate works were required.
Unanimously agreed

9) Play equipment
a) The council received the safety checks report on the Play equipment
b) The council received the Play Equipment Inspection Report for 2026 and agreed that the immediate repairs were to be completed and accepted the quote from Playdale for the sum of £532.85. this will be paid and the repairs completed as soon as possible. That this payment would be added to the payment run to allow the work to take place as soon as possible. That the action was agreed to be initiated by ex-councillor Gough and seconded by Cllr McCoy before the banking signature changes were initiated. 
c) The council received the annual play inspection report for 2024. 
Unanimously agreed

11) Allotments
a) The council received an update on the clearing and maintenance to the grounds that border the allotments and that councillor in charge of allotments will be meeting with a contractor to gain quotes on work required.
b) The council resolved to postpone to complete some works to plot 1 on the allotment to include raised beds and an appropriate access path to the plot to a later meeting.
Unanimously agreed 

12) Asset register
The Council resolved to approve and adopt the updated asset register produced by the Clerk (Locum).
Unanimously agreed

13) Policies
a) The council resolved to agree the risk assessment 
b) The council resolved to adopt the civility and respect pledge
c) The council resolved to adopt the working from home payment policy
d) The council resolved to adopt the Allotment, allotment path and allotment site risk assessment
e) The council resolved to adopt the Open Spaces and Parks Risk Assessment 
f) The council resolved to adopt the Bus stops Risk Assessment
g) The council resolved to adopt the Data Protection Risk Assessment
All policies were adopted with the addendum that in April the policies would all be reviewed by the setting up of a Policies Committee to undertake the task consisting of 3 councillors.  
Unanimously agreed

14) Assertion 10 Training
The council resolved to agree the training for GDPR ref Assertion 10 Audit regulations
Unanimously agreed

15) Staffing Matters
a) The council resolved to agree the new contract for the New Clerk
b) The council resolved to agree the job advert for the Clerk/ RFO
c) The council resolved to agree how long and where to advertise the position of the Clerk/ RFO 
d) The council resolved to agree a March date of the meeting for the staffing committee would be set by the clerk (Locum) according to the availability of the Latchen meeting room. And that Cllrs Williams and Cresswell would join the committee. 
e) The council resolved to agree the new Staff Handbook
f) The council resolved to agree the scheme of delegation for the Clerk
g) The council resolved to agree the working from home payment policy
All decisions were Unanimously agreed

16) Planning
 
a) Town and Country Planning Act,1990 (As Amended)
Glenoran Napping Lane Longhope
Undertake a 15% crown reduction and 15% crown thinning to 31 conifer trees
surrounding boundary of property.
The District Council has received notice of proposed works to trees within the above
Conservation Area and this can be viewed on the link below. A hard copy will be posted
to you.
http://publicaccess.fdean.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T9H06RHIHN400 - the council resolved to agree No objection

b) Town and Country Planning Act,1990 (As Amended)
All Saints Church Church Road Longhope
Oak (tagged on site as number 981); prune tertiary branches to give 2 metres
clearance from service cables and reduce lateral branching from east to west
through north by 2 to 3 metres to reduce loading on overly extended branches
above road. Oak (tagged on site as number 993); reduce lateral branching from
east to west through north by 2 to 3 metres to reduce loading on overly extended
branches above road and remove broken branch.
The District Council has received notice of proposed works to trees within the above
Conservation Area and this can be viewed on the link below. A hard copy will be posted
to you.
http://publicaccess.fdean.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T9MK38HIHOP00

c) Town and Country Planning Act,1990 (As Amended)
The Cottage Old Hill Longhope
Extension and Alteration to Existing Detached Garage to Form Guest
Accommodation
Revised plans/information have been submitted in respect of the above Planning
Application you were recently consulted upon. Any observations that you would like to
make in respect of these revisions should be submitted by 17 February 2026 using the
link below.
https://publicaccess.fdean.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T69VQGHIGZC00 – the council resolved to agree No objection

d) Town and Country Planning Act,1990 (As Amended)
Rural Building North Of, Ross Road, Longhope, Gloucestershire.
Conversi8on of rural building to form dwelling (retrospective)
The link below relates to forms, plans and any other documents giving details of an
application(s) for planning permission which has been received by the District Council.
Copies of these documents will be forwarded to you.
https://publicaccess.fdean.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T97Z3GHIHLK00 – Council questioned the highways access and will notify the Planning authority of this material consideration.


17) Biosphere 
The council resolved to support the Forest of Dean District council with the Biosphere Project.
Unanimously agreed

18) Defibrillators
a) The council resolved to advertise the addition of another person to undertake the necessary training to look after the defibs within the village. 
b) The parts ordered have now been received.
Unanimously agreed

19) Councillor Reports
Cllr McCoy raised the issue about the ordering process for Items taking so long. Clerk (Locum) explained it was not the council but the company that had caused the delay.
Unanimously agreed

20) Bus stop shelter
To discuss the bust stop situated at A40 Junction.
Unanimously agreed

Open Forum

Member of the public asked to consider the NDP as it was due to become out of date.
 It was agreed to be placed on the next agenda.

21)Closed session
The council resolved that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to meetings) Act 1960, 
the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule 12A (S3) of the Local Government Act 1972.
2

a) The council resolved a change of contract for the Clerk (Locum) and to agree the registration of the clerk (Locum) through the PATA payroll system and to agree the payroll.
b) To council resolved to have the Chairmans’ statement issued in October 2025 revisited and any further actions to be taken.
That the council after revisiting the statement would seek legal advise from the Insurers Legal team and abide by their decision. That no information would be shared with anyone outside of council until advice allowed it to be. That the statement be revisited and given to the Clerk (Locum) by the end of February.

Meeting closed at 8.45pm





Meeting dates for the upcoming meetings

February 24th 2026 – Latchen Rooms. Longhope, 
6pm for the Rose Barton and Margaret Skelton Trust
7pm extra council Meeting
March 16th 2026 - Latchen Rooms. Longhope,
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