

Longhope Parish Council meeting – 18th November 2025
	   Minutes 1 – 16
		
LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 17th November 2025 AT 19:00
                                                                    	
[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC: Forest of Dean District Council
GAPTC: Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
GCC (RoW): Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way)
GH: Gloucestershire Highways
ICO: Information Commissioners Office
LAHM: Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC: National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT
            
Cllrs Gough (Chairman), McCoy, Sykes, Williams, Barker, Haines
Mrs Charlotte Matthews, Clerk & RFO (Locum)
22 members of public


1 APOLOGIES

           No apologies were received  

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	Cllr Williams – allotments item 11

3 DISPENSATION REQUESTS

None.

4 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 28th October 2025
The council resolved to delay approving the minutes of 28th October 2025, until the January 2026 

5) County Councillors Report.
The council received no County Councillors report

6) District Councillors report
The council received no District councillors report.

7) Co-Options
The council resolved to accept the two co-options that had been received. The two candidates signed their acceptance of office forms and joined to the council meeting as newly co-opted councillors at 7.21pm,
The two co-options were 
Rebecca Haines -Vincent
And 
Christopher Cresswell.

8) Bus stop
The council resolved to clear the area where the bus stop previously stood and to assess any potential works required to get the bus stop quoted for. They resolved to seek quotes for a like for like purchase to match the previous structure. 

9) Trees
The council resolved to agree that the company Wild Birch would be given the contract to conduct the tree survey.

10) Play equipment
The council resolved to accept that Play Dale undertake the annual play inspection for the play equipment at the recreation ground
The council resolved to accept that councillor William will be undertaking play equipment visual checks on a weekly basis.

11) Allotments
The council resolved to agree that the grounds around the allotment be cleared and maintained by way of a volunteer working party.
The council resolved to delay the following item to the January meeting - The allotment to include raised beds and an appropriate access path to the plot. 


12) Staffing Matters
a) The council resolved to agree the pay rates for the Clerk/RFO as SP20-29 per hour, candidate dependant and relevant qualifications and experience. That if the Council were to pay in future for training of the clerk by way of CiLCA, they would include a clause to claim back a percentage after each year as follows. Up to 1 year would be 75%, up to 2nd year would be 50%, up to end of year 3 would be 25% and after 4 years service there would be no claim back
b) The council resolved to agree that the hours for the Parish Clerk be 12 Hours per Week.
c) The council resolved to postpone the advertisement for the Clerk/RFO until January 2026 and after further review.
d) The council resolved to postpone how long and where to advertise the position of the Clerk/ RFO 
e) The council resolved to hold the first meeting for the staffing committee on January 13th2026.

13) Rose Barton trust
To resolved to agree that the council were the trustees of the Rose Barton trust and to resume all meetings from January 13th2026


14) Finance 
a) the council resolved to agree the following payments

	Payee
	Details
	Method
	Amount
	Power
	Budget

	99Web
	Website charges
	S/O
	£30.00
	LGA 1972 s111
	General Admin

	AMGC
	Grass cutting
	FPO
	£420
	
	Grass cutting

	C. Matthews
	Locum Services
	FPO
	£440
	
	Staff costs

	C Matthews
	Locum services additional 32 hrs hours
	FPO
	£702
	
	Staff Costs

	EE
	Mobile phone monthly contract
	DD
	£34.64
	
	Mobile Phone

	Water plus 
	Allotments water rates
	DD
	£207.51
	
	Water 

	
	
	TOTAL
	1645.55
	
	



b) The council received the bank reconciliation up until 31st of October 2025
c) The council received a copy of the Council Bank Statements
d) The council received the Budget versus Spend 
e) The council agreed the removal of all signatories that are no longer on council
f)  The council resolved to agree the additional signatories on all bank accounts of Cllrs Sykes and McCoy. That once these signatures were added to each account Cllr Haines would then be removed from authority as per his request.
g) The council resolved to agree to the subscription of Scribe Accounting software after the clerk (Locum) advised that the monthly reports once the software had been started would be easier to produce and understand as it would give proper and full breakdowns of all income and expenditure.
h) i. The council resolved to agree the budget given to the council by the RFO. See attachment 1. It was agreed that as the bank accounts had now been recently unlocked with council having full access to the accounts that the additional budget requirements would come from that money. 
ii. The RFO could give n true Band D rating currently for 2026/27. The RFO gave the figure for last year as a guide and would inform the council when the true rate had been given by Forest of Dean District council so that it could be properly minuted. 
iii. The council agreed to accept the precept request and was agreed as £35,000

15) Biosphere 
The council resolved to delay receiving the correspondence from Forest of Dean District council and to agree the actions required until January 2026 meeting. 

16) Planning

The council resolved to agree that the following applications be taken together as they related to the same property and that there were no comments to make.

Town and Country Planning Act,1990 (As Amended)
10 Rectory Meadow, Longhope, Gloucestershire, GL17 0LQ.
Erection of single storey side extension with associated works. Demolition of single storey
extension.
The link below relates to forms, plans and any other documents giving details of an
application(s) for planning permission which has been received by the District Council.
Copies of these documents will be forwarded to you.
https://publicaccess.fdean.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T3EELNHIGDJ00
For the council to agree to comments on the following planning applications
Dear Sir/Madam
Town and Country Planning Act,1990 (As Amended)

10 Rectory Meadow Longhope Gloucestershire
Erection of single storey side extension with associated works. Demolition of single
storey extension.
Revised plans/information have been submitted in respect of the above Planning
Application you were recently consulted upon. 
https://publicaccess.fdean.gov.uk/onlineapplications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=T3EELNHIGDJ00


A member of the public asked a question about the apology that had been hinted at. 

The clerk Locum reiterated that was no apology given and the council as it stood had no intention currently of issuing an apology but could not guarantee that one would not be given in the future. 

That the apology was to include a sorry for misinformation that had been given causing a now ex-councillor to be spat on outside of the village shop when they and that the Clerk Locum felt that this behaviour was unacceptable and the person on the receiving end of this behaviour should be issued an apology. 

The clerk (Locum) also reiterated that the accounts were unlocked. That the accounts were locked due to administration and procedural issues and the bank locked the accounts in-line with their banking protocols.

 There was a question relating to the Rose Barton Trust and whether the council would return the responsibilities back to the public.

The Clerk (Locum) reiterated that the meetings were going to be restarted and that the council were hoping that the trust would be able to have two gatherings in the following year and that they would do everything they could to ensure the charity was correctly managed.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

Please note the following meeting dates and times.
Next Full Council meeting is 19th January 2026 , 7pm at the Latchen Rooms, Longhope

The following meetings will also take place in January

at the Latchen Rooms, Longhope

The personnel committee meeting to be arranged
The Rose Barton Trust meeting at 7pm.
May Hill Trust to follow on from the Rose Barton trust meeting

		Chairman..........................................................19th January 2026 


