Longhope Parish Council meeting – 17 June 2024
	   Minutes 1 - 19
LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 17th JUNE 2024 AT 19:00
                                                                    	

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC: Forest of Dean District Council
GAPTC: Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
GCC (RoW): Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way)
GH: Gloucestershire Highways
ICO: Information Commissioners Office
LAHM: Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC: National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllrs Acland (Chairman), Barker, Bick, Phelps, Farman and McCoy
Ms K Hearne, Clerk
District Cllr Francis
County Cllr Robinson
17 members of the public.  

1 APOLOGIES

	District Cllr Tradgett and Cllr Wyman – apologies accepted.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	None

3 DISPENSATION REQUESTS

None

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 20 MAY 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk70339103]It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chairman.

5 MATTERS ARISING

5.1 It was agreed that stickers stating ‘Dog Waste Accepted’ will be purchased and placed on normal bins. Clerk to order these.

6 DEFIBRILLATORS

· It was confirmed by Cllr McCoy that both defibrillators are working. One has been deployed this month but wasn’t used and was put back with no issue.
· [bookmark: _Hlk170967610]It was proposed to undertake a Risk Assessment as the backup volunteer is not a Councillor, but as it is also necessary when working on any Parish Council property as per the Health and Safety Act. This will be drafted once a template can be located and worked from.
· Current defibrillators and their cabinets are about eight years old. The batteries were recently replaced. The cabinets however are deteriorating, so it is suggested that the current defibrillators and cabinets are replaced when their present batteries die in around 3-4 years’ time.

7 SPEED DISPLAY UNIT

7.1 Batteries have now gone, the only remaining one is halfway along Church Road. There was concern about the size and weight of these (approx. 26 kilos). Cllr Phelps advised he has a 10ft ladder with platform which has been used for this previously, and the Parish already have hi-vis waistcoats.

8 MEMORIAL BENCH

	8.1 It was resolved that Mr Ben Freeman should contact the National Trust with his request.
· Cllr Phelps advised one wooden bench has been replaced with a metal one, the plaque states ‘Winnifred Foley’. It was resolved that this was not in-keeping and permission hadn’t been requested or granted.
· It was proposed to update the existing policy and procedure – Clerk to action.
· It was confirmed there are spaces for four benches and these are all currently taken.
	
	
9 HIGHWAYS & RIGHTS OF WAY

9.1 There is still confusion about what the right of way is here. It was advised that further emails had been exchanged and now the original enquirer has contacted Andrew Houldey, the Asset Data Officer at Gloucestershire County Council.

10 FROZEN BANK ACCOUNTS

10.1 It was proposed to postpone this item to a closed session at the end of the meeting, on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

11 PUBLIC ISSUES

11.1 Three members of the public further discussed the highways issue of the change in status of footpath. An extension has now been applied for (no response yet), the original deadline was 16th June. They have looked in the archives and would like to find information about when this legally changed from being a bridleway to a footpath. If this was previously classed as a bridleway, this should be able to be reinstated. There are stiles at regular intervals along the path, another member of the public confirmed these were installed by the Council. Records prior to 1950 have been lost due to a flood. There may be some relevant information in the Parish archives – Cllr Barker asked for help to sort through this.

11.2 A member of the public expressed concern that despite the 44 homes being rejected, the hedges and bank have been ruined – it was asked who was responsible for this. Cllr Phelps advised that these have been ‘trans-located’ and done so meticulously in the presence of an Environmental Officer, as per regulation.

12 CLERK’S REPORT

12.1 It was reported that this was the new Clerk’s first meeting and did not yet have access to internet banking or the planning portal. However, bank statements had been provided and the reconciliation done. A list of direct debits and standing orders were also provided to Councillors.

13 COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

	13.1 Cllr Robinson:
· The County Council continue to invest £100 million in roads on top of the original £250 million promised. Furthermore, an extra £500,000 has been pledged to increase repairs of potholes. Specific teams have been focussing on going out to find smaller potholes, the target being 100 per day. They are trialling coal materials (‘firefix’) that can be put down wet. Also two new machines – a Road Mender and Bobcat plainer. No other Council in the country are investing so much.
· ‘Fix My Street’ app has been rolled out and is working well – poster shared and will be displayed on each of the four noticeboards. Cllr Robinson would appreciate some feedback on how this is working.
· A bid was placed for 58 new electric buses, and this was successful.
· GCC submitted a successful bid for music education. £2.4 million form DFE will come into the County.
· Primary school admission – 94% of pupils get their first preference, and 99% get one of their preferences.
· Cllr Robinson advised there is £3,000 left from the Build Back Better Youth Fund, that ideally needs to be spent in good time before the May 2025 elections, before the end of this year preferably.
· Cllr Barker asked about the flooding issue along Hobbs Lane and Station Lane and whether any further pothole fixes would be made – Cllr Robinson will look into this.

14 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

	14.1 Cllr Tradgett - no report (apologies)
	14.2 Cllr Francis:
· The new Local Plan has been approved which is a major step forward.
· Planning permission for 44 new homes was turned down by the planning committee.
· From the press – enforcement action has been taken in Cinderford against the large ‘leisure facility’. Police arrived and demolition started.


15 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

15.1 Cllr Barker advised the issues at Brookend are being looked in to by the enforcement team.
15.2 Cllr Barker has been approached by the British Legion about laying a wreath at the Memorial on the Recreation Ground. It was asked if the Council could pay for this, it was resolved they would.
15.3 Cllr Barker advised there is a lot of information in the archives that needs sorting through and asked for help with this.
15.4 Cllr McCoy advised reports and documents have been distributed via email and asked for comments to be returned.


16 FINANCE

	16.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - It was resolved to settle the following accounts.
[bookmark: _Hlk86124354]
	[bookmark: _Hlk508964581]Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Payment value

	24.19
	99 Web Ltd
	Web management May (paid by STO)
	LGA 1972 s.142
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	24.20
	AM Groundcare
	Grass cutting May
	HA 1980 s.96
	340.00
	68.00
	408.00

	
	
	
	TOTALS
	365.00
	73.00
	438.00



17 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

17.1 The litter bin that is there is being used and being emptied by Dave East. It was resolved not to get another.
17.2 Signage has been found at the Pavilion. These are large but contain out-of-date information. It was asked what should be done with these now.
[bookmark: _Hlk170967874]17.3 Cllr Bick advised the zipwire in the playground is coming loose. This needs looking at and costing by the Parish Council as the ones who took out the loan. The Recreation Committee have offered to help with loan repayments but are not responsible for the play park and equipment.
17.4 Defunct ANPR equipment has now gone.
17.5 It was proposed that work to the A40 bus shelter will be prioritised once funds are more available.
17.6 It was advised that the subject of employing a handyman was looked into before but failed as they had no clear instructions. This will be further discussed at the next meeting.
	

18 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND ASSOCIATED TIMETABLE
	
	Date

	Time
	Meeting
	Venue

	15 Jul
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	16 Sep
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	21 Oct
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	18 Nov
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope










19 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

19.1 It was resolved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of their confidential nature.

· The last signature has now been obtained. Lloyds bank now only need a copy of the death certificate of a previous Chair of the Parish – Stan Stevens, which is being sourced. All the documents needed by Lloyds bank will now be collated by the Clerk.


NB 
Requests for items to be included on the agenda must be advised, in writing, to the Clerk not less than 10 days prior to the meeting.

Requests for dispensations regarding interests must be advised, in writing – with reasons – by the Friday prior to the meeting.

The meeting closed at 20:10.
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Signed - Chairman..........................................................17/6//2024
