Longhope Parish Council meeting – 15 April  2024
	CONFIDENTIAL   Minutes 1 - 24 
LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 15th APRIL 2024 AT 19:14
                                                                    	

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC Forest of Dean District Council.   GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils 
GCC (RoW) Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way).  GH Gloucestershire Highways. 
ICO Information Commissioners Office  LAHM Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllrs Barker (Chairman), Acland, Farman, McCoy, Phelps, Seabrook and  Wyman 
Mr R Crighton, Locum Clerk.   District Cllrs Francis & Tragett  
23 members of the public.  

1 APOLOGIES

Cllr Bick and County Cllr Robinson.	

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None  
  
3 DISPENSATION REQUESTS  None

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING –18 MARCH 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk70339103]It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chairman.  

5 MATTERS ARISING   None  

6 PUBLIC ISSUES

	6.1 Suggestion that when defibrillators out of action they are marked as such on the map in the village, 
noted in social media and entered in to ‘Defib finders’
	6.2 Was there any progress with the frozen bank accounts?  There had been no response from Mark 
Harper MP.
	6.3 Concern expressed over proposed closure of A4136

7 CLERK’S REPORT  

7.1 The Clerk reported that the three-yearly re-enrolment with the Pensions Regulator had been
completed.
7.2 The Clerk reported that FODDC had, on his request, paid the whole of the 24/25 precept in the bank
account early.
		
8 COUNTY  COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  No report

9 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

	9.1 CLLR FRANCIS – No report
	9.2 CLLR TRADGETT reported:

· Continued sound financial processes
· Some FODDC vehicles being converted to electric
· A green investment policy
· Solar panels being fitted to all FODDC owned properties
· Adoption of Biodiversity policy 

10 PARISH COUNCILLORS’ AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS.  

	10.1 Cllr McCoy’s report is attached to the signed copy of these minutes
	10.2 Cllr Wyman reported attended a Being A Better Councillor course which she considered 
“excellent”; suggestion of creating a ’Royal Space’ in the village
	10.3 Cllr Seabrook reported attending the same course; issues around safeguarding Councillors and
the creation of committees was discussed.

11 PLANNING


	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	11.1.1
	P0271/24/OUT
Seven Capital plc
	Longhope: land west of Church Road
	Outline application for residential development of up to 44 dwellings, including means of access into the site and associated highway works (some matters reserved)
	Objection – outside settlement boundary – is effectively an exception site (affordable housing), affects the setting of the Conservation Area, contrary to NDP and DC Local Plan, affects setting of adjacent Listed Building, no  support facilities available, concern over additional traffic through village, concerns over water run-off & flooding

	11.1.2
	P1449/23/FUL
	Longhope: land at Stepps Farm, Monmouth Road
	Demolition of Dutch barn.  Erection of 4 x four bedroom dwellinghouses with 20 car parking spaces to be provided for both he proposed dwellinghouses and the existing neighbouring dwellinghouses at the Stepps Farm complex.
	Objection – concerns over flooding and water run-off into existing inadequate culvert, concern over highway access and visibility splay.

	11.1.3
	P0378/24/FUL
Mr & Mrs Summers
	Longhope: The Oak, Hopes Hill
	Erection of detached double carport and detached triple bay garage with first floor bathroom, office and storage room
	Support application

	11.1.4
	P0324/24/FUL
P Dowling
	Little London: Rock Cottage, Longhope Road
	Proposed disabled access ramp to front of property.
	No objection


  	
11.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – DECISIONS NOTIFIED – None

	11.3 WATER SUPPLY TO PROPOSED NEW ASTER DEVELOPMENT

		Cllr Tradgett to follow up with FODDC the issue of ownership of existing water pipes

	11.4 OTHER MATTERS

		It was reported there appears to be unauthorised development in the rear garden of 9 Brookend 
		– FODDC Enforcement to be advised

12 FINANCE

	12.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.  It was resolved to settle the following accounts.
	Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Payment value

	24/01
	A M Groundcare
	Grass cutting
	HA 1980 s.96
	170.00
	34.00
	204.00

	24/02
24/03
24/04
	GAPTC
	Annual subscription
Internal audit fee
Training – Cllr Acland	
	LGA 1972 s.14
LGA 1972 s.111
LGA 1972 s.111
	466.28
245.00
75.00
	
	

786.28

	24/05
	R Seabrook
	Reimbursement of MS365 subscription
	LGA 1972 s.142
	49.99
	10.00
	59.99

	24/06

24/07
	99 Web
	Monthly web maintenance
2 x email set up
	LGA 1972 s.142

LGA 1972 s.142
	25.00

50.00
	5.00

10.00
	

90.00

	24/08
24/09
	PATA
PATA
	Payroll Jan, Feb, Mar
Payroll Mar re-run
	LGA 1972 s.111
LGA 1972 s.111
	31.05
20.00
	
	
51.05

	24/10
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defib battery
	LGA 1972 s.137
	297.50
	59.50
	357.00

	24/11
	UK Debt Management Office
	Loan instalment
	PWLC 1965 s.2
	1599.14
	
	1599.14

	24/12
	R S Crighton
	Locum work 21/3 – 12/4/254
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
	733.00
	
	733.00

	24/13
	A  Seabrook
	Final salary
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
	146.66
	
	146.66

	24/14
	HMRC
	PAYE
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
	281.40
	
	281.40

	
	
	
	TOTALS
	4190.02
	118.50
	4308.52



12.2 INCOME RECEIVED: to note income received this year to date £33264.00 (full precept)

12.3 AUDIT

	It was reported that the Internal audit had been completed; the report had been
circulated and it was agreed that all recommendations and shortcomings would be address.  
The Annual Internal Auditors report was still awaited from GAPTC. 

	Preparations for the External Audit would begin imminently.

12.4 BUDGET FOR DEFIBRILLATORS

		See report at 10.1

	12.5 TRAINING

		It was resolved, retrospectively, that Cllrs Wyman, McCoy and Seabrook attend a 
 Being A Better Councillor course at a total cost of £270

13 APPOINTMENT OF CLERK AND RFO

	It was reported that the post had been advertised, closing date 19 April with three applications received to date.  It was agreed the interview panel would comprise Cllrs Barker, Acland & Seabrook, with the Locum Clerk having a non-voting role.  Date for interview to be agreed, as well as Terms and Conditions for the contract and a start date.

14 HIGHWAYS & RIGHTS OF WAY

	14.1 Flooding in Hobbs Lane.  It was agreed to discuss this with a resident	

15 NOISE NUISANCE
	It was reported that complaints had been received from properties close to the industrial estate, possibly constituting a breach of planning conditions (out of hours working).  It was agreed to contact Mr Roger Head and / or keep records to substantiate an enquiry to FODDC planning / Environment Health.

16 BENCHES ON COUNCIL LAND

	It was reported that one bench had been uprooted. A draft policy would be finalised and adopted at the next meeting.

17 HISTORIC EMAILS

	Cllr Seabrook advised that work was required to maintain historic email records from now defunct addresses.  Those sending mail to the old address to be advised of the current one (clerk@longhopeparishcouncil.org)

18 FACEBOOK

	It was agreed that a new Facebook page was required – Cllr Farmer will set up and act as administrator.

19 CORRESPONDENCE

	19.1 FOR INFORMATION ONLY   None

	19.2 REQUIRING RESPONSE

		19.2.1 GAPTC: vacancy for Councillor on executive Committee [no volunteers]
		19.2.2 FODDC: consultation on Dymock Neighbourhood Development Plan [no response to be
made]

20 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETING

	20.1 Consider additional litter bins for play area
	20.2 Consider play park signage.
	20.3 Consider appointing contractor to empty dog waste bins 
	20.4 Consider play area safety inspection and damaged safety surfacing
	20.5 Agree & adopt policy re benches on Council owned land
	20.6 Disposal of defunct ANPR equipment
	20.7 Consider works to A40 bus shelter
	20.8  Consider employing handyman

21 DATES FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
	Date

	Time
	Meeting
	Venue

	20 May
	19:00
	Annual Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, longhope

	17 Jun
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, longhope

	15 Jul
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, longhope

	16 Sep
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, longhope

	21 Oct
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, longhope

	18 Nov
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, longhope



	






	
22 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

	It was resolved that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential. Nature of the business to be transacted 

23 FROZEN BANK ACCOUNTS

	23.1 It was reported that a Freedom Of Information Act request had been sent to Lloyds Bank
re mandate changes over past 8 years.
	23.2 The response from the SLCC advisor was noted
	23.3 It was agreed to enquire of Roger Taylor (SLCC solicitor) seeking advice on resolving the issue.
	23.4 The Chairman had been advised that the 4 individuals who were refusing to sign the bank form 
were committing an offence under the Theft Act, by withholding public money)	
	23.5 It was agreed that to relieve the burden on the Chairman, Cllr Acland would lead the process from 
this  point; it was also suggested that a working group* might be set up to move matters forward. 

[*A proposed motion to this effect which had been requested for inclusion in the agenda had 
been declined by the Locum Clerk and Chairman on the basis that no evidence had been
produce at the time to demonstrate it would provide any benefit to the process.]
	23.6 It would be established if the fine on Mr Nicolas had been paid within the statutory 28 days.

24 LOCUM CLERK

	It was resolved to appoint Mr R S Crighton as Locum Clerk on the terms previously advised to Councillors.

The meeting closed at 21:28
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Signed -  Chairman...........................................................20/5//2024
