

Longhope Parish Council meeting – 29th August 2025
	   

LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 16th September 2025 AT 19:00
                                                                    	
[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC: Forest of Dean District Council
GAPTC: Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
GCC (RoW): Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way)
GH: Gloucestershire Highways
ICO: Information Commissioners Office
LAHM: Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC: National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllr Gough (Chairman)
Cllr Williams
Cllr Sykes
Mrs C Matthews Clerk (Locum)
           Eleven members of the public.

PUBLIC FORUM
   Question 1 – Banking – the member of the public asked why banking issues had not been placed upon the monthly agenda – the Clerk (Locum) summarised and stated that until there were updates that would not overlap a possible investigation nothing could be discussed and that when a resolve had been sought the Parish constituents would then be given a full update. 

Question 2 – updates and communication issues – the question related to how the public are currently updated, with news from the Parish Council – The Clerk (Locum) stated that they are currently trying to resolve the issues surrounding the documents that were on media platforms. 

Statement from a member of the public raised issues with Facebooks posts on the Parish noticeboards on Facebook, being factually incorrect. Council noted the statement. 

1 APOLOGIES
  The council received one apology from Cllr L. Haines. Council resolved to accept the apology received.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
There were no declarations of interest received. 

3 DISPENSATION REQUESTS
   There were no dispensations requested.

4 MINUTES OF MEETING HELD August 29th August 2025
   Council resolved to agree the minutes of the meeting held on the 29th of August 2025

5) County Councillors Report.
There were no reports received. 

6) District Councillors report
The council received the District Councillors report. 

The report contained the following information:

7)  council resolved to accept the following reports 
i) Parish Councillors – one report was received from Cllr R Gough ref noise remitting from the industrial site, which was the transport yard, the company were concreting a new base into the early hours and caused concern for neighbouring residents. the report was noted.
ii) Council representatives – there were no reports received
iii) The Clerk (Locum) – the Clerk (Locum) reported that the banks accounts were previously and remained locked, but solutions were being sought. That although only in post for period of two weeks, they were working to get the Parish records updated.

8) FINANCE
 i) The council resolved to make the following payments.
	99Web _Sept Inv
 
	                                                                                     30.00

	HMRC includes additional interest to invoice shown.
	                                                                                   720.87 

	C A Matthews – Internal Audit
	                                                                                   210.00

	C A Matthews- Locum work  
	                                                                                   220.00

	PATA Inv - 24/1306/PPS 
	                                                                                     15.00

	PATA Inv - 24/1177/PPS 
	                                                                                     37.35

	AMGC – Invoice #000052
	                                                                                   420.00

	 
	 

	TOTAL OUTSTANDING payments
	£1658.22

	
	



ii) The council resolved to agree the Bank Reconciliation for September 2025.
	[bookmark: RANGE!B3:C38]BANK RECONCILIATION TO 1ST August 2025

	BALANCE AT BANK 31/03/25
	 

	Lloyds Bank - Current Account (blocked)
	£8,436.33

	Lloyds Bank - Play Park Account (blocked)
	£2,548.95

	Lloyds Bank - Reserves (blocked)
	£31,037.90

	Lloyds Bank - Current Account
	£19561.87

	Petty Cash
	£00.00

	 
	 

	TOTAL MONIES IN BANK
	£61,585.05

	 
	 

	 
	 

	LESS OUTSTANDING PAYMENTS
	 

	99Web _sept inv
 
	                                                                                     30.00

	HMRC - includes additional interest to invoice shown.
	                                                                                   720.87 

	C A Matthews – internal Audit
	                                                                                   215.00

	C A Matthews- Locum work  
	                                                                                   220.00

	PATA Inv - 24/1306/PPS 
	                                                                                     15.00

	PATA Inv - 24/1177/PPS 
	                                                                                     37.35

	AMGC – Invoice #000052
	                                                                                   420.00

	 
	 

	TOTAL OUTSTANDING payments
	£1658.22

	BALANCE after payments made
	£59,926.83



iii) The council received a copy of the Council Bank Statement
iv) The council resolved to review and accept the spend against budget sheet reconciled until 31st August 2025. 

9) Council Insurance
    The council resolved to delay the decision until the October meeting to ensure that they had the right level of insurance cover.

10) Policies
      The council resolved to accept the following policies with the recommendations given.
i) Standing Orders
ii) Communications Policy

11) Mobile Phone Contract
      The council resolved to change the contract a pay monthly sim only deal as the phone is adequate currently for everything required.   

12) Asset register
      The council resolved to complete a new asset register. 
N.B the clerk (Locum) after some searching has found the Parish Council Asset register and has sent it to all Councillors to review. 

13) Parish Records
      The council resolve to review the parish records held and to archive any necessary paperwork held.

14) Dog waste Bins
      The council resolved for the clerk to advertise the waste bins to other Local councils for sale. 

15) Rose Barton and May Hill Annual 
      The council resolved to complete the necessary returns for the charities known as 
i) Rose Barton Trust
ii) May Hill Trust

16) Annual Parish Meeting
      The council resolved to agree the date for the Annual Parish Meeting as October 20th, 2025.

17) Memorial Benches 
      For the council to consider and resolve to adopt a memorial Bench Policy. 

18) Trees
       The council noted the update on the trees at May Hill, Brook End and The Latchen. That one tree on May Hill had to undergo remedial work due to health and safety. Other trees were stable but agreed that specialist reports are required.

18) Planning

The council considered the following planning application and had no material considerations for an objection, so resolved to accept the planning application.


P0988/25/TPO | Undertake the following works to Oak tree T1 of DFTPO 140. Reduce large limb extending west over garage by approximately 3 metres in length to growth point to reduce leverage. Lift canopy over road by removing two low branches one extending south and one branch extending northeast. Remove major dead wood. Work is proposed in order to improve shape of tree and to reduce side touching garage roof. | Rosedale All Saints Road May Hill Longhope Gloucestershire GL17 0NL


19) Latchen Rooms
      The council resolved to accept the installation of Solar PV panels onto the Latchen Rooms building by the Latchen Rooms Management Committee in principle. 

20) Defibrillators
       The council resolved to accept the report but to delay the decision until the next meeting to update the defibrillators or batteries.  




The meeting closed at 20.26
Next meeting to be held 20th October. 
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Signed - Chairman..........................................................20/10/2025
