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Monday 20th October 2025.

Dear Members of the Parish/ Electorate,

Please accept the following statement from Longhope Parish Council.

We the current Council have undertaken a vast and extensive review of all Parish Council records and Bank accounts for the following account numbers:
02125626, 02125731, 00578305 and 07812478.

We do declare that no monies belonging to Longhope Parish Council and the trusts accounts for which the council are sole managing trustees, have been used for the financial benefit of individuals and have been used for the sole purpose of the council and its charitable trusts and have been used only with the prior approval of the council made in meetings. These transactions can all be found within the council minutes. 

All recorded transactions have been correlated and are recorded and have benefited the Parish and the electorate of Longhope Parish Council. The dates that the council have reviewed are from June 2018 to date and the accounts relate to the ones named above. 

We the current council have found the following facts to be true. 

1) That no monies were used to benefit individuals
2) As acting clerk and a councillor Mr G Nicholas and others have signed a bank mandate with the full agreement which was minuted by Longhope Parish Council. That said banking mandate was then sent to Lloyds Bank to remove all outdated and historic signatories. Mr Gary Nicholas then resigned his position as acting clerk and councillor and gave all records to the County Organisation and were accepted without quibble by the officers. 
3) Prior to his resignation we found that all records were kept updated and were without exception held to a high and legal standard. 
4) Mr Gary Nicholas had agreed to further help the council following his resignation had been tendered. 
5) Before the bank was able to comply with the original change in mandate a second mandate was submitted asking for signatories that were previously removed to be readded to the banking authority. Several of these signatures weren’t officers or councillors of Longhope Parish Council at the time.
6) The bank then received several phone calls and emails from other persons with no signatory authority.
7) From these subsequent actions the Lloyds bank inline with their procedures and protocols and banking regulations legally placed markers on to the accounts in order to protect public funds.
8) None of these subsequent actions were instigated by Mr G Nicholas or Mrs A Toomey. 
9) These later actions were contrary to the councils’ own policies on GDPR and the financial risk assessment. 
10) Ex-signatories were originally then asked by people who were not employed officers or councillors elected to Longhope Parish Council to sign mandates, but council found that those ex-signatories rightfully didn’t sign the mandates.
11)  Further Letters and correspondence was sent to ex-signatories was sent asking for mandates to be signed. 
12) We find that the council has had no financial loss and has been able to access suitable funds to undertake its day-to-day business. Other than a period of a few months whereby the council was in the process starting a new bank account to receive the second half of the precept, it received all monies in accordance with its budgetary demands. 
13) Mr Gary Nicholas and Mrs Audrey Toomey has always stated that if correct procedures had been followed, they would without question offer the necessary assistance which has previously been rejected. This statement has been ascertained as being agreeable today.  




Signed on behalf of Longhope Parish Council 


R Gough


Richard Gough
Chairman
