
LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL 

  

POLICY FOR PROVISION OF MEMORIAL BENCHES  

Overview 

  

The Parish Council often receives requests from members of the public who wish to place a 

memorial bench in public open spaces owned by Longhope Parish Council.  

The following procedure should be followed by anyone wishing to apply for a memorial bench on 

Parish Council owned land. 

 

The policy recognises the need for a consistent approach to the provision of memorial bench 

requests. Consideration of the level of infrastructure that can be provided and maintained is 

required.  

 

Applications can be made for the Recreation ground and the summit of Mayhill. The Parish Council 

will limit the number of benches installed at each site. Longhope Parish Council has the right to 

refuse an application on this basis.  

Applications  

 

All applications for memorial benches must be completed on the official application form and 

signed by the applicant. The Council will not grant applications for memorial benches to pets. 

Process 

 

Once an application has been received, the request will be considered at a Full Council meeting. 

The location in which the bench will be placed is determined by the Council, dependant on 

availability.  

 

If the application is approved and location agreed, an agreement letter will be sent to the applicant 

to confirm arrangements. The purchase and installation should be completed within 6 months of 

receipt and will be organised by the Applicant. Applicants need to notify the Parish Council  once 

the bench has been installed.  

Repair and Maintenance 

 

The applicant will be responsible for the ongoing minor repair and maintenance of the bench. The 

Council reserves the right to remove any memorial bench that has been damaged and is in view of 

the Council beyond economical repair, or where the applicant fails to repair a bench within three 

months of being requested to do so by the Parish Council. The Council accepts no liability for 

damage to any memorial benches or plaques however caused.  



Locations for benches 

 

 Applications will be considered for the summit of Mayhill (at the moment restricted to 4) and 

Longhope recreation ground. Whilst the Council tries to accommodate a bench at a requested 

location, it cannot be guaranteed. The Council will limit the number of benches installed at each 

site. The Parish Council has a right to refuse an application on this basis. If the requested location is 

not suitable, the nearest alternative location will be offered.  

Plaques for benches 

 

It will be possible to have a small metal plaque identifying the memorial bench. This will be ordered 

at the time of purchasing the bench and the wording will need to be approved by a representative of 

the Parish Council. Plaques will be metal and will be brass or silver in colour, measuring up to 

15cm x 7.5cm. Upon the end of the 10-year period, any memorial plaques shall be removed. The 

Council will contact the applicant at the last known address and the plaque may be collected by the 

applicant or the plaque will be relocated.  

Mementoes 

 

No additional mementos e.g. vases, statues, flowers, wreaths, balloons, or other ornamentation etc., 

shall be permitted on or around the bench. If these are placed on or around the bench they will be 

removed and disposed of without reference to the original applicant.  

Installation Period 

 

All memorial benches are based on a 10-year life. The bench will be permitted for a maximum 

period of 10 years. Following expiry of this period the Council reserves the right to remove the 

bench, particularly if requests are made by further donors to offer new benches in replacement. This 

rotation also serves to allow memorials of this nature to be available to donors in dedication to 

future loved ones. 

Conditions 

 

Longhope Parish Council reserves the right to permit applicants to install benches where suitable.  

Once installed donors cannot request a bench to be repositioned. Should a bench become unsafe, 

Longhope Parish Council reserves the right to remove immediately in the interest of health and 

safety. 

 

 The applicant is responsible for the memorial bench and associated plaque during the 10-year lease 

period. This will include any preservation, treatment and repair works. 

Alternative siting 

 



If the Applicant wishes to have a bench placed on Mayhill and there are no suitable places left at the 

summit. They can apply to the National Trust to see if it is feasible to have one placed on the lower 

surrounds of the hill. Longhope Parish Council does not accept any responsibility for these benches 

or applications. 


