Longhope Parish Council meeting – 21ST October 2024
	   Minutes 1 – 23

LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 21st OCTOBER 2024 AT 19:00
                                                                    	

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC: Forest of Dean District Council
GAPTC: Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
GCC (RoW): Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way)
GH: Gloucestershire Highways
ICO: Information Commissioners Office
LAHM: Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC: National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllr Phelps (elected as Chairman at meeting)
Cllr Wyman, Cllr Farman, Cllr Acland and Cllr McCoy
District Cllr Tradgett and Cllr Francis
Ten members of the public.  

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

1.1 Cllr. Phelps was elected as Chair of LPC, with all members in agreement.

2 APOLOGIES

Ms K Hearne, Clerk & RFO
Cllr Barker
County Cllr Robinson (GCC)

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	None

4 DISPENSATION REQUESTS

None

5 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 16 SEPTEMBER 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk70339103]It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting.
· Cllr. Phelps made note that the planning for an extension at The Barn on Station Lane had been requested and it had only just been received.  As such, no decision was made. Discussed the application and LPC do not see a reason to object. 

6 MATTERS ARISING

6.1 The Parish Clerk is in the process of obtaining three quotations for work on a tree located at May Hill.
7 WATER TROUGH

7.1 Cllrs. Phelps and McCoy inspected the water trough and noted signs of instability and cracks. Discussions included renewing the lease with the landowners and a stabilisation plan for the trough. Cllr. Phelps, with Cllr. McCoy’s engineering input, proposed monitoring the trough through winter, with potential repairs planned for spring. The landowner raised concerns about water drainage possibly contributing to the trough’s movement. LPC will await further input from the landowner’s solicitor.

8 PLAYPARK SIGNS & INSPECTIONS

8.1 The Parish Clerk is arranging the annual play park inspections and is liaising with an inspection company. 
8.2 Cllr McCoy and John Farman have installed a new play park sign.

9 COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES

9.1 The Council discussed the difficulty of assigning specific responsibilities due to current vacancies. Cllr. Farman volunteered to assist with social media if the Clerk in agreement and to act as a “floating support” for other tasks until the council is fully staffed. 
9.2 Snow warden role - A member of the public noted that LPC possesses around 20 bags of salt for winter maintenance. This will be discussed at the meeting with the Recreation Committee. Role of Snow Warden yet to be decided.

10 LION MEMORIAL

10.1 The Parish Clerk is gathering quotes for war memorial repairs, which will be submitted to the insurance company. Cllr. Acland suggested the memorial could benefit from a specialist clean and provided the details of a recommended company. Cllr. Farman will arrange for a quote for cleaning. A member of the public suggested approaching a war memorial charity for additional support, and Cllr. Phelps will seek advice from a contact knowledgeable in this area.

11 BINS

11.1 The Parish Clerk has ordered three additional black bins and will follow up on the delivery. A member of the public asked about their locations, which are expected to be Chessgrove, Nupend, and May Hill. This is to be confirmed. 

12 DEFIBRILLATORS

12.1 Cllr. McCoy confirmed that all defibrillators are operational, including a third unit at the recreational ground. He has enlisted a volunteer to assist with inspections and will update the pads as needed, with one set due for replacement next month. A location map for the defibrillators has been created by Cllr. McCoy, displayed in the bus shelter, and will be shared on social media, as requested by a member of the public.

13 SPEED SIGN

13.1 Cllrs. Phelps and McCoy have installed speed signs on Church Road. They are currently testing battery life and may require backup batteries, which will be included in the budget.

14 A40 BUS SHELTER

14.1 The Parish Clerk confirmed that funds were allocated last year for a new bus shelter on the A40. Cllr. Farman will obtain quotes for a similar shelter to the one previously removed and explore possible grant options to assist with costs.	

15 HISTORICAL SOCIETY

15.1 Cllr. Wyman proposed establishing a historical society to help secure grants and document local history. A member of the public suggested involving primary school children in the project. LPC agreed to use social media to invite community input and support for this initiative.

16 PUBLIC ISSUES

• Frozen Bank Account: A resident inquired about the frozen bank account status. Cllr. Phelps confirmed that resolving this issue remains a priority for LPC.
• Rose Barton Funds: The same resident asked if donations intended for the Rose Barton fund are still going into the frozen account and suggested redirecting these to LPC’s active account. LPC was unable to confirm this at the time.
• Loan Repayments for Recreational Ground: The resident also asked if LPC is covering the entire loan repayment, contrary to an earlier decision that the recreational ground would contribute 50%. LPC will consult with the Parish Clerk to confirm the current arrangement and, if needed, record that LPC is now covering the full payment.


17 TO RECEIVE THE CLERK’S REPORT

17.1 The Parish Clerk’s updates were discussed at various points in the meeting, covering topics including play park inspections, black bin orders, and war memorial quotes.


18 TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

None – Apologies given.


19 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

• Active Travel Grant: Cllr. Tradgett highlighted a £15,000 grant available to parish councils under the Active Travel Grant Scheme.
• Forest Food Forum: Cllr. Tradgett reminded the council of the upcoming Forest Food Forum on 24th November at the Latchen Rooms.
• Publica Transition: Cllr. Francis reported on the phased transition of services from Publica, noting that phase one is complete, and phase two has begun.
• Housing Developments: Cllr. Francis expressed concerns regarding plans for up to 12,000 new homes, which may lead to a legal challenge due to potential impacts on the Forest of Dean.

20 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM PARISH COUNCILLORS & COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

• Overgrown Pathway: Cllr. Acland reported that the path between The Latchen and The Willows is overgrown and reported this to Two Rivers Housing approximately 3–4 weeks ago. Work remains pending.
• Recreational Ground Lease: Cllr. Wyman attended the recent recreational ground committee meeting, noting their positive contributions to the community. The committee requested LPC consider a lease similar to the one held by the Latchen Rooms. LPC will review this request.
• Insurance Review for Pavilion: Due to increased activities and alcohol service at the Pavilion, Cllr. Wyman emphasised the need to review the insurance policy. She will arrange a meeting between LPC and the Recreation Ground Committee. A member of the public reminded LPC that an agreement was in place for the Recreation Ground Committee to pay half the loan if we look back in the minutes. This will also be discussed at the meeting.
• Play Park Repairs: Cllr. Wyman recommended identifying an approved company for potential play park repairs, following the completion of inspections.
• Dog Fouling at Recreational Ground: Cllr. Wyman raised concerns about dog fouling. LPC agreed to promote the back of the Latchen Rooms as an alternative dog-walking area and to remind residents of responsible pet ownership on social media.


21 PLANNING

	21.1 FODDC – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: to agree response(s) 

	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal

	21.1.1
	P1080/24/LD1
Mrs F Caspersen
	Longhope:
Preecemoor Farm, School Lane
	Application under Section 191 to vary condition 04 to allow change from full livery to DIY livery.

	21.1.2



	P1203/24/PAA1PA
Mr S Bailey

	Longhope:
High Orchard, Old Hill 
	Prior approval for enlargement of existing single storey dwelling by construction of a first floor storey.


  	
• Preecemore Farm: Application to change from full livery to DIY livery was discussed. LPC raised concerns about increased traffic on the unsuitable access road and, therefore, could not support the application.
• High Orchard: Application for a second-story addition was reviewed. LPC found no issues, noting that the expansion would not overlook neighbouring properties, and approved the application.


22 FINANCE

22.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - It was resolved to settle the following accounts retrospectively.
	Ref
	Payee
	Inv. No.
	Purpose
	Method of payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	24.37
	99 Web Ltd
	
	Web management for September
	Standing order
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	24.38
	EE
	
	Mobile phone monthly contract - September
	DD
	25.16
	5.03
	30.19

	24.39
	Water Plus
	Wp-INV06911686
	Water for allotments – 14.0.24-14.09.24
	DD
	15.63
	0.00
	15.63

	24.40
	A M Groundcare
	0524
	Grass cutting – Issue date 30.09.24
	Manual payment
	340.00
	68.00
	408.00

	24.41
	Gallaghers
	
	Insurance Brokers – Annual Insurance
	Manual payment
	1,624.16
	0.00
	1,624.16

	24.42
	GAPTC
	652
	CiLCA Training – First Session
	Manual payment
	415.00
	0.00
	415.00

	24.43
	Community Heartbeat
	23240
	Defibrillator Pads
	Manual payment
	67.95
	13.59
	81.54

	24.44
	MO
	SAJ-UK/2024/02027
	Speed Sign Batteries
	Manual payment
	410.39
	82.08
	492.47

	
	
	
	
	TOTALS
	2,923.29
	173.70
	3,096.99




22.2 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - It was resolved to settle the following accounts.
	[bookmark: _Hlk86124354]Ref
	Payee
	Inv. No.
	Purpose
	Method of payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	24.45
	99 Web Ltd
	
	Web management for September
	Standing order
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	24.46
	EE
	
	Mobile phone monthly contract - September
	DD
	25.16
	5.03
	30.19

	24.47
	DMO
	
	Loan Repayment
	DD
	1,599.14
	0.00
	1,599.14

	
	
	
	
	TOTALS
	1,649.30
	10.03
	1,659.33





23 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND ASSOCIATED TIMETABLE

	Date

	Time
	Meeting
	Venue

	18 Nov
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	20 Jan
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	17 Feb
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	17 Mar
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	21 Apr
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope
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Signed - Chairman..........................................................21/10/2024
