Longhope Parish Council meeting – 15 July 2024
	   Minutes 1 – 24

LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 15th JULY 2024 AT 19:00
                                                                    	

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC: Forest of Dean District Council
GAPTC: Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils
GCC (RoW): Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way)
GH: Gloucestershire Highways
ICO: Information Commissioners Office
LAHM: Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC: National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllrs Acland (Chairman), Wyman, Barker, Phelps, Farman and McCoy
Ms K Hearne, Clerk
District Cllr Tradgett
16 members of the public.  

1 APOLOGIES

	District Cllr Francis (FODDC) and County Cllr Robinson (GCC) – apologies accepted.
	Cllr Bick gave apologies and his resignation was also announced.

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	None

3 DISPENSATION REQUESTS

None

4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 17 JUNE 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk70339103]It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chairman.

5 MATTERS ARISING

5.1 Cllr McCoy advised he and Cllr Phelps carried out a run-through of the use of the ladder and platform which worked well and proved that this can be done but still requires two people.

6 POLICIES & REGULATIONS

· It was proposed that there should be a review of our policies. It was recognised that this process has been started in the recent past but due to changes in staff, the process had stalled.
· The following process was proposed:
1. Confirm the need for a policy
2. Explore the potential for sourcing and adapting an already existing and relevant policy
3. Drafting and/or amending that policy accordingly
4. Presenting the draft policy at the Parish meeting
5. Publishing and circulating.
Action: Clerk to start process and update on progress in September meeting.

7 DEFIBRILLATORS

7.1 Cllr McCoy advised will carry out repairs to the cabinets in the coming months.
· Cllr McCoy re-issued his H&S policy document for comment and approval.
· Cllr McCoy will register the defibrillators with The Circuit, who publish a nationwide map. There is no cost for this as it is just a forum.
· Cllr Acland advised there was someone who lived locally who used to work in this field and could possibly help to source parts, etc. Dave East might know this person and will try to contact them.
· Cllr McCoy advised the defibrillators will need to be replaced completely in around three years’ time; this will be added to the relevant budget.

8 WORKING GROUPS

8.1 Some were keen on this idea however it was noted that we are currently short on numbers as there are two vacancies. The proposal instead was to work in pairs as opposed to having working ‘groups’. Cllr Acland asked Cllr’s to register their specific interests and the Clerk will get together a list of responsibilities.
· Cllr Wyman volunteered to be the representative for the Recreation Ground in the interim until we have a full Council.
· Cllr Barker volunteered to be the representative for the Latchen.

9 HIGHWAYS & RIGHTS OF WAY

9.1 Cllr Phelps advised he has spoken with Roger Cox who advised that footpath DLH55 is already a restricted byway and there is no reason for this to be a bridleway as there is no need to horses to go through there. It has apparently never been used as a bridleway and stiles were put up there for that reason. It was resolved to keep this footpath status as it is.
· Cllr Barker spoke to Highways about the vegetation, grass verges and ditch along Church Road and they are looking into this.

9 FODDC DRAFT LOCAL PLAN

10.1 It was advised that consultation for this closes on 13th August 2024. This is a large document; Clerk will ask for a hard copy although this might not be provided whilst this is still in draft. There is a page specifically about Longhope, Clerk to isolate this part and publish. It was noted that May Hill is described as a ‘valued landscape’ which is why there is a strict criteria for planning etc. It was noted that LPC was not mentioned reading the top of May Hill, only National Trust. Clerk to challenge this.

11 FROZEN BANK ACCOUNTS

11.1 It was advised that the bank accounts remain frozen.
· Cllr’s have chased the bank but they speak to different people each time but eventually advised they agree with the Financial Ombudsman’s’ findings.
· There has been no reply to the Freedom of Information request.
· Three signatures are still required unless another way is found.
· Comments from the public showed their frustration because this is public money, concerned that the Parish is in debt (advised this is not the case). Further concern that we only had half our precept, however due to this issue it was confirmed we received the whole amount.
· It was suggested to go down the insurance and legal route.
· Councillors and Clerk to discuss further and plan next steps.

12 DOG WASTE STICKERS

12.1 The Clerk shared the dog waste sticker found online and asked if these were acceptable. It was confirmed they were - Clerk to order these to put on normal black bins.
· A member of public raised the issue of unemptied dog poo bins becoming a health hazard. We assured that the bins are emptied regularly, sometimes even by Councillors and the Clerk themselves. 
· It was agreed that the current situation with the bins was not working and that this needed to be reviewed. For example, there are currently three bins at the Recreation Ground and not all of them were needed.

13 SIGNAGE AT THE PAVILION

13.1 These need to be put up by the play area as it outlines the legal requirements of the play park. It was reiterated that the play park (whilst part of the Recreation Ground), was the responsibility of the Parish.
Action: Clerk to look at signs to ascertain what information is wrong and arrange for this to be corrected. Then to arrange with the Recreation Committee for these to be put up.

14 PLAYPARK EQUIPMENT

14.1 Cllr Bick was not present to discuss, however Cllr Acland advised there should be an inspection. He will follow-up with Cllr Bick and the Recreation Committee.

15 HANDYMAN

15.1 It was resolved that there was a need for this, but this cost could not be justified currently with the frozen bank accounts. This item will go back into items for future meetings.

16 PUBLIC ISSUES

16.1 A member of the public advised that the weeds were very high outside Courtfields and the field between the Church and Council houses. It was asked if someone could contact them about this. Cllr Barker has contacted highways who advised they will write to them.
16.2 A member of the public advised that GAPTC previously didn’t agree with working parties and asked that previous minutes were found where this was discussed.
16.3 A member of the public advised that there is a tree on May Hill (at the top in the main group) where about ¾ of its trunk has been eaten by disease. Cllr Phelps advised he will go to have a look at this. It was reminded that these should be regularly inspected, as had been done previously.
16.4 A member of the public advised that the water trough near to Central Stores needs to also be inspected. This will also be on previous minutes as it was being regularly monitored before.
16.5 A member of the public advised that the cork on the back of the noticeboard on the Latchen was coming away and that she was looking for a stronger glue and that she would pay for this personally. The Council advised this was not necessary and would be happy to pay for this repair.
16.6 A member of the public asked if the bus stop at the other end of the village was budgeted for in the last precept received. It was advised this would have come out of the reserves but this cannot be prioritised at the moment due to the bank issue.

17 CLERK’S REPORT

	17.1 The Clerk circulated the bank reconciliation report.

18 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

	18.1 None as apologies were received.

19 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT

19.1 Cllr Tradgett advised that more house building is likely if the government reinstates their building targets. The FODDC have promised approximately 7,000 properties instead of 5,000. This may not make a difference to Longhope as it will be taken into account there aren’t enough services in the village. He advised that some district Councils are reducing in size, meaning redundancies will unfortunately take place. He advised that further to the previous application for 12 houses on Church Road, there has been more discussion about who owns the mysterious extra drain; an individual at The Orchards is in talks with Severn Trent.

20 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

20.1 Cllr Wyman advised she has received an email about trees that have been planted on the footpath that descends the hill at Swallow Lakes running to the left of the lodges before crossing the road and a field to enter Kiln Wood. Clerk to look into this issue.
20.2 Cllr McCoy advised that two complete battery sets and chargers for the speed camera are needed and the quote for this came to just under £1,100. It was resolved that whilst this was a large expense, it was needed so this was approved. Cllr McCoy also advised that he will send the Clerk information and quotes for batteries, etc for speed a display sign. Speeding generally was then discussed, including suggestion of imposing 20mph speed limits and speaking to the police regarding speeding in the village.
20.3 Cllr Acland advised that there are currently two vacant plots at the allotments.
20.4 Cllr Wyman asked if there could be a policy stating Councillors would have to reimburse the Parish Council for training received and paid for by the Parish, if they then leave within an unreasonable amount of time thereafter. The Clerk will check on this.

21 PLANNING

21.1 FODDC – Applications received: to agree response(s).

	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	21.1.1
	DF15966  P0062/24/DISCON Mr K Phillips
	Longhope: Stonebrook, Church Road
	Discharge of conditions 12 (ecological design strategy), 14 (landscape and ecological management plan) and 17 (ecological enhancement plan) relating to P1266/21/FUL.
	No objection.



21.2 Cllr Phelps advised an application has been received since the agenda was written, for retrospective permission at Douglass Cottage on The Slad. This is for building above a garage. There were no objections to this.
21.3 Cllr Phelps further advised that another application will soon be made for three houses on School Lane. There is already concern about this from nearby residents for many reasons including lack of privacy. A previous development of five properties was applied for here but was rejected mainly due to bat habitation in the Old Vicarage. We will await the application for consideration.

22 FINANCE

	22.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - It was resolved to settle the following accounts.
	[bookmark: _Hlk86124354]Ref
	Payee
	Inv. No.
	Purpose
	Method of payment
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	24.21
	99 Web Ltd
	
	Web management for June
	Standing order
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	24.22
	AM
Groundcare
	0481
	Grass cutting for June
	Manual transfer
	340.00
	68.00
	408.00

	24.23
	PATA Payroll
	23/1250/PPS
	Services April-June 2024
	Manual transfer
	42.25
	0.00
	42.25

	24.24
	EE
	
	Mobile phone monthly contract - June
	DD
	25.16
	5.03
	30.19

	24.25
	Water Plus
	Wp-INV06045968
	Water for allotments - June
	DD
	15.63
	0.00
	15.63

	
	
	
	
	TOTALS
	448.04
	78.03
	526.07




23 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

23.1 Work to the A40 bus shelter – to be considered once frozen funds are available.
	

24 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND ASSOCIATED TIMETABLE
	
	Date

	Time
	Meeting
	Venue

	16 Sep
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	21 Oct
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	18 Nov
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope









NB 
Requests for items to be included on the agenda must be advised, in writing, to the Clerk not less than 10 days prior to the meeting.

Requests for dispensations regarding interests must be advised, in writing – with reasons – by the Friday prior to the meeting.

The meeting closed at 20:35.
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Signed - Chairman..........................................................15/07/2024
