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LONGHOPE PARISH COUNCIL
longhopeparishcouncil.org.uk  





MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
IN THE LATCHEN ROOMS, LONGHOPE ON 20th MAYL 2024 AT 18:30
                                                                    	

[These minutes remain in draft form until approved at a subsequent meeting of the Council] 

	Abbreviations used
FODDC Forest of Dean District Council.   GAPTC Gloucestershire Association of Parish & Town Councils  GCC (RoW) Gloucestershire County Council (Rights of Way).  GH Gloucestershire Highways. ICO Information Commissioners Office  LAHM Local Area Highways Manager 
NALC National Association of Local Council Clerks.  



[bookmark: _Hlk63187742][bookmark: _Hlk55365228]PRESENT

Cllrs Barker (Chairman), Acland, Bick, Farman, McCoy, and Phelps. 
Mr R Crighton, Locum Clerk.   District Cllr Tragett  
14 members of the public.  

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

	Cllr Acland was elected as Chairman unopposed; he thanked Cllr Barker for undertaking the role during a difficult time for the Council.

2 ELCTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN

	Cllr Phelps was elected as Vice Chairman unopposed.

3 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTENACE OF OFFICE

	Cllrs Acland and Phelps signed their respective declarations

4 APOLOGIES

	Cllr Wyman – apology accepted.

5 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

	Cllr
	Minute
	Type
	Reason

	McCoy
	21.1.1
	Disclosable pecuniary
	Acquainted with applicant


  
6 DISPENSATION REQUESTS  None

7 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 15 APRIL 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk70339103]It was resolved to accept the minutes as a true record of the meeting; they were signed by the Chairman.  


8 MATTERS ARISING

	8.1 re minute 11.3 – it was reported that the concerns re water supply to the new Aster 
development were unfounded.    
	
9 FROZEN BANK ACOUNT

	9.1 It was reported that Lloyds Bank had altered their view and were close to releasing the
frozen funds; thus a Working Group would not, at this stage, be required.	

	9.2 It was reported that there had been no response from Lloyds Bank to the Freedom of 
Information request; the mandatory limit for their reply was 7 May 2024.

10 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES AND ROLES

	It was resolved to make / confirm the following appointments:

	10.1 Planning (Cllrs Barker and Phelps)
	10.2 Highways (Cllrs Barker and Bick)
	10.3 Flooding (Cllr Phelps)
	10.4 Rights of Way (Cllr Wyman)
	10.5 Recreation Ground (Cllr Bick)
	10.6 Allotments (Cllr Acland)
	10.7 Estate Management (Cllrs Bick & Acland)
	10.8 Defibrillators and speed camera (Cllrs Cllr McCoy & Farman)
	10.9 Social media moderator (Cllr Farman)

11 REVIEW OF ALL GOVERNANCE POLICIES

	11.1 It was agreed to review all policies, including the new Financial Regulations recently 
published and Standing Orders due imminently by NALC, within the next 6 months.
	11.2 It was resolved to adopt the draft policy on memorial benches on Council owned land.  
An application form had been drawn up to be incorporated in the policy

12 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS

	It was resolved to make / confirm the following appointments:

	12.1 Latchen Room committee – Cllr Barker	
	
13 REVIEW OF ASSETS AND INSURANCE COVER

	It was agreed to arrange a full inspection and report of all assets by July and ensure adequate insurance cover in time for renewal due in October.

14 DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS

	It was resolved to continue the present arrangement of monthly Council meetings to be held on the 3rd Monday monthly; normally no meeting in August or December.

15 PUBLIC ISSUES

	15.1 It was reported that dog waste bin emptying is currently undertaken by Councillors with
bags placed in a skip by the pavilion; this was odorous in warm weather and
unacceptable.  It was understood these could be placed in the black bins and suitable notices to that effect would be sought.
	15.2 In reply to a question it was reported that it was anticipated that all the signatures required
by Lloyds Bank to release the frozen accounts would be obtained ‘in a matter of days’.
	15.3 In reply to a question it was reported that the matter of the attenuation tank at the new
housing development would be the subject of a condition to the planning consent; the
Council would be consulted on the application to discharge all conditions.
15.4 A member of the public requested acknowledgement that her husband, an ex Councillor, 
had contributed to the work on the bank accounts.

16 LOCUM CLERK’S REPORT

	It was reported that since the last meeting, Mr Seabrook had resigned from the Council.  The Council was now free to co-opt to fill the vacancy.  

17 COUNTY  COUNCILLOR’S REPORT  No report

18 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS

	18.1 CLLR TRADGETT reported that the FODDC Local Plan was currently in draft form.
	18.2 CLLR FRANCIS – no report.

19 PARISH COUNCILLORS’ AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS

	19.1 Cllr McCoy reported that both defibrillators were serviceable, that there was a desire for
the public to have instructions on their use.
[bookmark: _Hlk167165023]	19.2 Cllr Barker reported, on behalf of Cllr Wyman, that Cllr Phelps would hold the key to May
Hill  
	19.3 Cllr Barker reported, on behalf of Cllr Wyman, a donation to Dene Magna school 
		organised by Phil Cameron and Ann Cindry.
	19.4 Cllr Barker reported occasions of large vehicles travelling up Chessgrove Lane and that
		there used to be a ‘No through road’ traffic sign at the entrance to the lane.	
	19.5 Cllr Barker advised two cases of suspected unauthorised development, in Colemans
Wood, the other in Brookend; these would be reported to FODDC planning
enforcement.
	19.6 Cllr Acland reported one allotment to be brought back in to use and another currently
vacant.
20 RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARISH COUNCIL AND VARIOUS CHARITIES

	It was reported that a search of the Charity Commission website revealed:

	20.1 The May Hill Trust (number 287959) – trustee quoted as “The May Hill Trust” appointed
7/9/2020
	20.2 The Rose Barton & Margaret Skelton Charity (number 262340) – trustees quoted as 
“Longhope Parish Council” appointed 23/11/2023.
	20.3 The Longhope Recreation Ground (number 301560) – trustee quoted as “Geoffrey 
Bick” appointed 26/9/2023 and “Longhope Parish Council appointed 27/11/1947.

	It was agreed that if any of the records at the Charity Commission were wrong, the trustee(s) should correct them.






21 PLANNING

21.1 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – APPLICATIONS RECEIVED: to agree response(s) 

	
	LPA Ref / applicant
	Location
	Proposal
	Response

	21.1.1
	P0450/24/FUL
V Noble
	Longhope: Stonebrook, Church Road
	Erection of replacement single storey extension
	No objection

	21.1.2
	P0318/24/FUL
Miss I Douglas
	Longhope: Selsley, Latchen
	Election of a rear extension with dormer window to north roof slope together with conversion of existing roof space to create first floor living area.
	No objection

	[bookmark: _Hlk165284007]21.1.3
	P1449/23/FUL
	Longhope: land at Stepps Farm, Monmouth Road
	Demolition of Dutch barn. Erection of 4 x 4 -bedroom dwelling houses with 20 car parking spaces to be provided for both the proposed dwelling houses and the existing neighbouring dwelling houses at the Stepps Farm complex. Revised plans
	Repeat previous objection despite advice that drainage would be modified. Objection – concerns over flooding and water run-off into existing inadequate culvert, concern over highway access and visibility splay


  	
21.2 FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – DECISIONS NOTIFIED

	21.2.1
	P1467/23/FUL
	Longhope: Land at The Manor House, Church Road
	Application withdrawn




22 FINANCE

	22.1 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT.  It was resolved to settle the following accounts.
[bookmark: _Hlk86124354]
	[bookmark: _Hlk508964581]Ref
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Payment value

	24.15
	99 Web Ltd
	Web management May (paid by STO)
	LGA 1972 s.142
	25.00
	5.00
	30.00

	24.16
	AM Groundcare
	Grass cutting April
	HA 1980 s.96
	340.00
	68.00
	408.00

	24.17
	R S Crighton
	Remuneration
Travel
Stamps purchased
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
LG(FP)A 1963 s.5
LG(FP)A 1963 s.5
	629.06
33.75
17.00
	
	

679.81

	24.18
	HMRC
	PAYE
	
	
	
	NIL

	
	
	
	TOTALS
	1044.81
	73.00
	1187.81



NB £458.80 accumulated in current quarter due to HMRC, to be paid next month

22.2 AUDIT

[bookmark: _Hlk165282319]	22.2.1 It was resolved to approve the Annual Internal Audit report (AIAR)(attached)
[bookmark: _Hlk166749451]	22.2.2 It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance Statement (AGS)(attached)
	22.2.3 It was resolved approve the Accounting Statement (AS) (attached)
	22.2.4 It was resolved approve the Bank reconciliation form(attached)
	22.2.5 It was resolved approve the Explanation of Variances (attached)
	22.2.6 It was resolved to approve the dates for the exercise of public rights(attached)

23 APPOINTMENT OF CLERK AND RFO

	It was reported that three applicants were interviewed for the post and that Mrs Kathryn Hearne had been offered the post.  Satisfactory reference had been received and the Chairman was authorised to sign the contract of employment.  Start date 1 June 2024.

24 DEFIBRILLATORS

	24.1 See minute 19.1; Cllr McCoy and Farmer would manage the defibrillators.
	24.2 Cllr McCoy was authorised to dispose of dead batteries from the defibrillators and speed
sensor.

25 HIGHWAYS & RIGHTS OF WAY

	It was reported that GCC were proposing a change in status of footpath DLH55 to Restricted Byway.  Final date for any response was 12/6/2024.

26 BENCH ON COUNCIL LAND

	A request for a bench on May Hill had been received from Mr Ben Freeman.  There being 4 benches currently on the land, and with a limit of 4, the application would be declined, and a suggestion made that he approach the National Trust to place it on their land.  It was noted that one of the 4 existing benches was in need of repair and that if that were not possible, then a vacant space might become available.

27 CORRESPONDENCE

	27.1 FOR INFORMATION ONLY   None

	27.2 REQUIRING RESPONSE

		27.2.1 Resident – issues with neighbour’s ‘out of control’ dog. [Not a Parsh Council
 issue, 	referred to police and FODDC]

28 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

	June – consider purchase of batteries for defibrillators
	June – discuss the need to make public aware of process to be followed re use of
		defibrillators
	June – budget for defibrillators
	July – assets inspection
	Consider additional litter bins for play area
	Consider play park signage.
	Consider appointing contractor to empty dog waste bins 
	Consider play area safety inspection and damaged safety surfacing
	Disposal of defunct ANPR equipment
	Consider works to A40 bus shelter
	Consider employing a handyman


29 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND ASSOCIATED TIMETABLE
	
	Date

	Time
	Meeting
	Venue

	17 Jun
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	15 Jul
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	16 Sep
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	21 Oct
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope

	18 Nov
	19:00
	Monthly Parish Council 
	Latchen Rooms, Longhope










NB 
Requests for items to be included on the agenda must be advised, in writing, to the Clerk not less than 10 days prior to the meeting.

Requests for dispensations regarding interests must be advised, in writing – with reasons – by the Friday prior to the meeting.

The meeting closed at 20:05
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Signed -  Chairman..........................................................17/6//2024
